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has no more its former shape and habits ; then how can
you say that eating tortoise means eating snakes also ?"
This answer created laughter among the party.
After seeing some other things, Swamiji went to
Rambrahma Babu's quarters in the Gardens, where he
took tea, and others also did the same. Finding that the
disciple hesitated to sit at the same table and partake of
the sweets and tea which Sister Nivedita had touched,
Swamiji repeatedly urged him to take them, which he was
induced to do, and drinking water himself, he gave the
rest of it to the disciple to drink. After this there was a
short conversation on Darwin's evolution theory.
Rambrahma Babu: What is your opinion of the
evolution theory of Darwin and the causes he has put
forward for it ?
Swamiji: Taking for granted that Darwin is right, I
cannot yet admit that it is the final conclusion about the
causes of evolution.
Rambrahma Babu: Did the ancient scholars of our
country discuss this subject ?
Swamiji: The subject has been nicely discussed in
the Sankhya Philosophy. I am of opinion that the con-
clusion of the ancient Indian philosophers is the last word
^n the causes of evolution.
Rambrahma Babu: I shall be glad to hear of it, if
it can be explained in a few words.
Swamiji: You are certainly aware of the laws of
struggle for existence, survival of the fittest, natural selec-
tion, and so forth, which have been held by the Western
scholars to be the causes of elevating a lower species to
a higher. But none of these has been advocated as th^
cause of that in the system of Patanjali. Patanjali holds
that the transformation of one species into another is
effected by the "in-filling of nature" (STf^rjCHL). It is not
that this is done by the constant struggle against obstacles.
In my opinion, struggle and competition sometimes stand